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To the Owners of the Commerce Casino: 

 

As dedicated poker players, both online and live, both professional and amateur, we are 

extremely disappointed in the position Commerce Casino has taken in opposition to federal 

legislation to license and regulate online poker. Your opposition puts your narrow corporate 

interests ahead of the interests of America’s poker players. 

 

By testifying before Congress in opposition to HR 2267 -- where Commerce Casino allied 

itself with those seeking to ban online poker across the nation -- your organization 

demonstrated complete disregard for every poker player who has ever patronized your 

establishment. 

 

HR 2267 will create a U.S. regulated online poker framework in this country, requiring all 

online poker sites to measure up to strict safety and consumer protection standards – 

requirements that do not exist today. More importantly, this bill will create an open and 

competitive market, giving players a choice of many sites on which to play against others 

from across the country and the world. This bill also includes language allowing states to opt 

out of this legislation while providing appropriate safeguards to ensure Indian tribes retain 

their current rights regarding gaming. 

 

It is important to note that with the rise of online poker, many individuals hone their skills 

online before they enter establishments such as the Commerce Casino – increasing traffic to 

poker rooms nationwide. 

 

Poker players hate hypocrisy. So, we are particularly dismayed that while your testimony 

before the House Financial Services Committee criticized federal legislation and regulation 

of online poker, Commerce Casino is actively promoting legislation to create a segregated, 

California-only online poker network. That proposal would create a monopoly that would 

harm California’s poker players by severely limiting the pool of players against whom they 

could play as well as the options for sites on which they could play. It could also set the stage 

for other states to follow suit, possibly resulting in a balkanized online poker world, where 

players across the nation would be limited in their choices of where and against whom they 

could play. 

 

It is disheartening that one of our own in the poker community is opposing good public 

policy that will keep players safe and preserve our rights to play poker online. 

 

We strongly urge Commerce Casino to support America’s poker players. Please change your 

position on HR 2267. 

 

Sincerely, 



Brandon Adams 

Daniel Alaei 

Trip Amick --- PPA State Director for Pennsylvania  

Patrik Antonius 

Amanda Baker 

Michael Barger --- PPA State Director for Montana 

Joe Beevers 

Thomas Bihl 

Andy Bloch 

Barney Boatman 

Ross Boatman 

Alex Bolotin 

Farzad Bonyadi 

David Bradley 

Steve Brecher 

Richard Brody 

Chad Brown 

Doyle Brunson 

Eric Buchman 

Taylor Caby 

Joseph M. Cada 

Jason Calacanis 

Trishelle Cannatella 

Mike Caro 

Corey Carone --- PPA State Director for Ohio  

Lynette Chan 

David Chiu 

Artie Cobb 

Diego Cordovez 

Michael Craig 

Dave Crocker --- PPA State Director for Michigan 

Allen Cunningham 

Alfonse D’Amato -- PPA Board of Directors 

Ryan Daut 

Freddy Deeb 

Bryan  Devonshire 

Dianna Donofrio-Trigatzi --- PPA State Director for Nevada 

Annie Duke 

Tom Dwan 

Eli Elezra 

Mori Eskandani 

Chris Ferguson --- PPA Board of Directors 

Scott Fischman 

Ted Forrest 

Perry Friedman 

Rafe Furst 



Julian Gardner 

Bill Gazes 

Kristy Gazes 

Chau Giang 

Kyle Godfrey --- PPA State Director for Louisiana 

Phil Gordon 

Mike Gracz 

Barry Greenstein 

Gus Hansen 

Christian Harder 

Jennifer Harman 

Andy Harris --- PPA State Director for Alaska 

Matt Hawrilenko 

Melissa Hayden 

Phil Hellmuth 

Gabriela Hill 

Rob Holink 

Scott Ian 

Phil Ivey 

Linda Johnson --- PPA Board of Directors 

Berry Johnston 

Lacey Jones 

Hevad Khan 

Kelly Kim 

Monte Kouz 

Phil Laak 

Howard Lederer --- PPA Board of Directors 

Adam Levy 

Andrew Lichtenberger 

Erick Lindgren 

Eric Liu 

Dwayne Mann --- PPA State Director for Tennessee 

Charles Marshall --- PPA State Director for Arizona 

Lawrence Maske --- PPA State Director for Maryland 

Mike Matusow 

Tom McEvoy 

James McManus 

Jason Mercier 

Steve Miller --- PPA State Director for California 

Jordon Morgan 

Chris Moneymaker 

Rich Muny --- PPA Board of Directors 

Daniel Negreanu 

Ali Nejad 

Wendy Nutting --- PPA State Director for Idaho 

David Oppenheim 



Raul Paez 

John Pappas --- PPA Executive Director 

Michael Phelps --- PPA State Director for Delaware 

Dennis Phillips 

Eric Prag --- PPA State Director for the District of Columbia 

Greg Raymer --- PPA Board of Directors 

Victor Ramdin 

Joe Reitman 

John Ridgeway --- PPA State Director for South Carolina 

Andrew Robl 

Roberto Romanello 

Esther Rossi 

Vanessa Rousso 

Adam Schoenfeld 

Nick Schulman 

Alexander Schwab 

Joe Seebok 

Huck Seed 

Erik Seidel 

Vanessa Selbst 

Paul Sexton 

Keith Sexton 

Beth Shak 

Martin Shapiro --- PPA State Director for Florida  

Johan Storakers 

Jennifer Tilly 

Jon Turner 

Marco Traniello 

Hans Martin Vogl 

Mark Vos 

Lee Watkinson 

Melanie Weisner 

David Williams 

Robert Williamson III 

Dave Willman --- PPA State Director for Nebraska 

Paul Wolfe 

Steve Yea 

Rich Zhu 

Steve Zolotow 

Flavio Ferrari Zumbini 

 


