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To the Owners of the Commerce Casino:

As dedicated poker players, both online and live, both professional and amateur, we are
extremely disappointed in the position Commerce Casino has taken in opposition to federal
legislation to license and regulate online poker. Your opposition puts your narrow corporate
interests ahead of the interests of America’s poker players.

By testifying before Congress in opposition to HR 2267 -- where Commerce Casino allied
itself with those seeking to ban online poker across the nation -- your organization
demonstrated complete disregard for every poker player who has ever patronized your
establishment.

HR 2267 will create a U.S. regulated online poker framework in this country, requiring all
online poker sites to measure up to strict safety and consumer protection standards —
requirements that do not exist today. More importantly, this bill will create an open and
competitive market, giving players a choice of many sites on which to play against others
from across the country and the world. This bill also includes language allowing states to opt
out of this legislation while providing appropriate safeguards to ensure Indian tribes retain
their current rights regarding gaming.

It is important to note that with the rise of online poker, many individuals hone their skills
online before they enter establishments such as the Commerce Casino — increasing traffic to
poker rooms nationwide.

Poker players hate hypocrisy. So, we are particularly dismayed that while your testimony
before the House Financial Services Committee criticized federal legislation and regulation
of online poker, Commerce Casino is actively promoting legislation to create a segregated,
California-only online poker network. That proposal would create a monopoly that would
harm California’s poker players by severely limiting the pool of players against whom they
could play as well as the options for sites on which they could play. It could also set the stage
for other states to follow suit, possibly resulting in a balkanized online poker world, where
players across the nation would be limited in their choices of where and against whom they
could play.

It is disheartening that one of our own in the poker community is opposing good public
policy that will keep players safe and preserve our rights to play poker online.

We strongly urge Commerce Casino to support America’s poker players. Please change your
position on HR 2267.
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